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Article 1
PurposeThe purpose of the present Convention is to promote, protect and ensurethe full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedomsby all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherentdignity.Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical,mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction withvarious barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in societyon an equal basis with others.
Article 2
DefinitionsFor the purposes of the present Convention:“Communication” includes languages, display of text, Braille, tactilecommunication,   large print, accessible   multimedia   as well as written,audio, plain-language, human-reader and augmentative and alternativemodes, means and formats of communication, including accessibleinformation and communication technology;“Language” includes spoken and signed languages and other forms ofnon spoken languages;“Discrimination on the basis of disability” means any distinction,exclusion   or restriction   on   the   basis   of   disability which   has   thepurpose or effect of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoymentor exercise, on an equal basis with others, of all human rights andfundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil orany other field. It includes all forms of discrimination, including denialof reasonable accommodation;“Reasonable accommodation” means necessary and appropriatemodification and  adjustments not  imposing a  disproportionate orundue burden, where needed in a particular case, to ensure to personswith disabilities the enjoyment or exercise on an equal basis with others ofall human rights and fundamental freedoms;
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“Universal design” means the design of products, environments,programmes  and services to be  usable by  all  people, to the  greatestextent possible, without the need for adaptation or specialized design.“Universal design” shall not exclude assistive devices for particulargroups  of  persons with disabilities where this is needed.
Article 3

General principles

The principles of the present Convention shall be:(a) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including thefreedom to make one’s own choices, and independence of persons;(b)  Non-discrimination;(c) Full and effective participation and inclusion in society;(d) Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilitiesas part of human diversity and humanity;(e) Equality of opportunity;(f) Accessibility;(g) Equality between men and women;(h) Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilitiesand respect for the right of children with disabilities topreserve   their identities.
Article 4
General obligations1. States Parties undertake to ensure and promote the full realizationof all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all persons withdisabilities without discrimination of any kind on the basis of disability. Tothis end, States Parties undertake:

(a) To adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative and othermeasures for the implementation of the rights recognized in thepresent Convention;
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( b) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modifyor abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices thatconstitute discrimination against persons with disabilities;( c ) To take into account the protection and promotion of the humanrights of persons with disabilities in all policies and programmes;(d)To refrain from engaging in any act or practice that is inconsistentwith   the   present   Convention   and to   ensure   that   publicauthorities and institutions act in conformity with the presentConvention;(e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discriminationon the basis of disability by any person, organization or privateenterprise;(f) To undertake or promote research and development of universallydesigned goods, services, equipment and facilities, as defined inarticle 2 of the present Convention, which should require theminimum   possible   adaptation and the least cost to meet thespecific needs of a person with disabilities, to promote theiravailability and use, and to promote universal design in thedevelopment of standards and guidelines;(g) To undertake or promote research and development of, and topromote the availability and use of new technologies, includinginformation and communications technologies, mobility aids,devices and assistive technologies, suitable for persons withdisabilities, giving priority to technologies at an affordable cost;(h) To provide accessible information to persons with disabilitiesabout mobility aids, devices and assistive technologies, includingnew technologies, as well as other forms of assistance, supportservices  and facilities;(i) To promote the training of professionals and staff working withpersons with disabilities in the rights recognized in the presentConvention so as to better provide the assistance and servicesguaranteed by those rights.



8 Improving the access to Social services for People with Disabilities in Rwanda

2. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, each StateParty undertakes to take measures to the maximum of its availableresources and, where needed, within the framework of internationalcooperation, with a view to achieving progressively the full realizationof these rights, without prejudice to those obligations contained inthe present Convention that are immediately applicable according tointernational law.3. In the development and implementation of legislation and policiesto implement the present Convention, and in other decision-makingprocesses concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities,States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve personswith disabilities,   including children with disabilities, through theirrepresentative organizations.4. Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions whichare more conducive to the realization of the rights of persons withdisabilities and which may be contained in the law of a State Party orinternational law in force for that State. There shall be no restrictionupon or derogation from any of thehuman   rights and fundamentalfreedoms recognized or existing in any State Party to the presentConvention pursuant to law, conventions, regulation or custom onthe  pretext  that  the  present  Convention  does  not recognize  suchrights or freedoms or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.5. The provisions of the present Convention shall extend to all partsof federal States without any limitations or exceptions.
Article 5
Equality and non-discrimination1. States Parties recognize that all persons are equal before and underthe law and are entitled without any discrimination to the equalprotection  and equal benefit of the law.2. States Parties shall prohibit all discrimination on the basis of disabilityand guarantee to persons with disabilities equal and effective legalprotection against discrimination on all grounds.3. In order to promote equality and eliminate discrimination, StatesParties shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that reasonableaccommodation is provided.
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4. Specific measures which are necessary to accelerate or achieve defacto equality of persons with disabilities shall not be considereddiscrimination under the terms of the present Convention.
Article 6
Women with disabilities1. States Parties recognize that women and girls with disabilitiesare subject to multiple discrimination, and in this regard shall takemeasures to ensure the full and equal enjoyment by them of allhuman  rights  and fundamental freedoms.2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure thefull development, advancement and empowerment of women, forthe purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment ofthe human rights and fundamental freedoms set out in the presentConvention.
Article 7
Children with disabilities1. States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure thefull enjoyment by children with disabilities of all human rights andfundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children2. In all actions concerning children with disabilities, the best interestsof the child shall be a primary consideration.3. States Parties shall ensure that children with disabilities have theright to express their views freely on all matters affecting them,their views being given due weight in accordance with their age andmaturity, on an equal basis with other children, and to be providedwith disability and age-appropriate assistance to realize that right.
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Article 8
Awareness-raising1. States Parties undertake to adopt immediate, effective and appropriatemeasures:(a) To raise awareness throughout society, including  at the familylevel, regarding persons with disabilities, and to foster respect forthe rights and dignity of persons with disabilities;(b) To combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices relatingto persons with disabilities, including those based on sex and age,in all areas of life;(c) To promote awareness of the capabilities and contributions ofpersons with disabilities.2. Measures to this end include:(a) Initiating and maintaining effective public awareness campaignsdesigned:(i) To nurture receptiveness to the rights of persons with diabilities;(ii) To promote positive perceptions and greater social awarenesstowards persons with disabilities;(iii) To promote recognition of the skills, merits and abilitiesof persons with disabilities, and of their contributions to theworkplace and the labour market;(b) Fostering at all levels of the education system, including in allchildren from an early age, an attitude of respect for the rights ofpersons with disabilities;(c) Encouraging all organs of the media to portray persons withdisabilities in a manner consistent with the purpose of the presentConvention;(d) Promoting awareness-training programmes regarding personswith disabilities and the rights of persons with disabilities.
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Article 9
Accessibility1. To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participatefully   in all aspects   of life, States Parties   shall   take   appropriatemeasures to ensure to persons with disabilities access, on an equalbasis with others, to the physical environment, to transportation,to information and communications, including information andcommunications technologies and systems, and to other facilities andservices open or provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas.These measures, which shall include the identification and eliminationof obstacles and barriers to accessibility, shall apply to, inter alia:(a) Buildings, roads, transportation and other indoor and outdoorfacilities, including schools, housing, medical facilities andworkplaces;(b) Information, communications and other services, includingelectronic services and emergency services.2. States Parties shall also take appropriate measures:(a) To develop, promulgate and monitor the implementation ofminimum standards and guidelines for the accessibility offacilities  and services open or provided to the public;(b) To ensure that private entities that offer facilities and serviceswhich are open or provided to the public take into account allaspects of accessibility for persons with disabilities;(c) To provide training for stakeholders on accessibility issues facingpersons with disabilities;(d) To provide in buildings and other facilities open to the publicsignage in Braille and in easy to read and understand forms;(e) To provide forms of live assistance and intermediaries, includingguides, readers and professional sign language interpreters, tofacilitate accessibility to buildings and other facilities open to thepublic;(f) To promote other appropriate forms of assistance and support topersons with disabilities to ensure their access to information;
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(g) To promote access for persons with disabilities to newinformation and communications technologies and systems,including  the Internet;(h) To promote the design, development, production and distributionof accessible information and communications technologies andsystems at an early stage, so that these technologies and systemsbecome  accessible  at minimum cost.
Article 10
Right to lifeStates Parties reaffirm that every human being has the inherent right to lifeand shall take all necessary measures to ensure its effective enjoyment bypersons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.
Article 11
Situations of risk and humanitarian emergenciesStates Parties shall take, in accordance with their obligations underinternational law, including international humanitarian law andinternational human rights law, all necessary measures to ensure theprotection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk,including situations of armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and theoccurrence of natural disasters.
Article 12
Equal recognition before the law

1. States Parties reaffirm that persons with disabilities have the rightto recognition everywhere as persons before the law.\2. States Parties shall recognize that persons with disabilities enjoy legalcapacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life.3. States Parties  shall  take  appropriate measures to provide  access bypersons with disabilities to the support they may require in exercisingtheir legal capacity.
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4. States Parties shall ensure that all measures that relate to the exerciseof legal capacity provide for appropriate and effective safeguardsto   prevent abuse in accordance with international human rights law.Such safeguards shall ensure that measures relating to the exerciseof legal capacity respect the rights, will and preferences of the person,are free of conflict of interest and undue influence,   are proportionaland tailored to the person’s circumstances, apply for the shortest timepossible and are subject to regular review by a competent, independentand impartial authority or judicial body. The safeguards shall beproportional to the degree to which such measures affect the person’srights and interests.5. Subject to the provisions of this article, States Parties shall takeall appropriate   and effective   measures to ensure the equal right ofpersons with disabilities to own or inherit property, to control their ownfinancial affairs and to have equal access to bank loans, mortgages andother forms of financial credit, and shall ensure that persons withdisabilities   are  not  arbitrarily deprived of their property.
Article 13
Access to justice

1. States Parties   shall ensure   effective   access to justice for personswith disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through theprovision   of   procedural   and   age-appropriate   accommodations,   inorder to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants,including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, including at investigativeand other preliminary stages.2. In order to help to ensure effective access to justice for persons withdisabilities, States Parties shall promote appropriate training for thoseworking in the field of administration of justice, including police andprison staff.
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Article 14
Liberty and security of person1. States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities, on an equalbasis with others:(a) Enjoy the right to liberty and security of person;(b) Are not deprived of their liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily, and thatany deprivation of liberty is in conformity with the law, and thatthe existence of a disability shall in no case justify a deprivation ofliberty.2. States Parties shall ensure that if persons with disabilities are deprivedof their liberty through any process, they are, on an equal basis withothers, entitled to guarantees in accordance with international humanrights  law  and  shall  be  treated  in  compliance  with  the  objectivesand principles of the present Convention, including by provision ofreasonable accommodation.
Article 15
Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment1. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degradingtreatment or punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjectedwithout his or her free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.2. States Parties shall take all effective legislative, administrative, judicialor other measures to prevent persons with disabilities, on an equal basiswith others, from being subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman ordegrading treatment or punishment.
Article 16
Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative,social, educational and other measures to protect persons withdisabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms ofexploitation, violence and abuse, including their gender-based aspects.



Improving the access to Social services for People with Disabilities in Rwanda 15

2. States Parties shall also take all appropriate measures to preventall forms of exploitation,   violence and abuse by ensuring, inter alia,appropriate forms of gender- and age-sensitive assistance and supportfor persons with disabilities and their families and caregivers, includingthrough the provision of information and education on how to avoid,recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse.States Parties shall ensure that protection services are age-, gender- anddisability-sensitive.3. In order to prevent the occurrence of all forms of exploitation, violenceand   abuse,   States Parties   shall   ensure   that   all facilities   andprogrammes designed to serve persons with disabilities are effectivelymonitored by independent authorities.4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promotethe physical, cognitive and psychological recovery, rehabilitation andsocial reintegration of persons with disabilities who become victimsof any form of exploitation,   violence or abuse, including through theprovision of protection services. Such recovery and reintegration shalltake place in an environment that fosters the health, welfare, self-respect, dignity and autonomy of the person and takes into accountgender- and age-specific needs.5. States Parties shall put in place effective legislation and policies,including women- and child-focused legislation and policies, to ensurethat  instances  of exploitation,  violence  and  abuse  against  personswith  disabilities  are  identified, investigated and, where  appropriate,prosecuted.
Article 17
Protecting the integrity of the personEvery person with disabilities has a right to respect for his or herphysical and mental integrity on an equal basis with others.
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Article 18
Liberty of movement and nationality1 States Parties shall recognize the rights of persons with disabilitiesto liberty of movement, to freedom to choose their residence and to anationality, on an equal basis with others, including by ensuring thatpersons  with disabilities:(a) Have the right to acquire and change a nationality and are notdeprived of their nationality arbitrarily or on the basis of disability;(b) Are not deprived, on the basis of disability, of their abilityto obtain, possess and utilize documentation of their nationalityor other documentation of identification, or to utilize relevantprocesses such as immigration proceedings, that may be needed tofacilitate exercise of the right to liberty of movement;(c)  Are free to leave any country, including their own;(d) \ Are not deprived, arbitrarily or on the basis of disability, of theright to enter their own country.2. Children with disabilities shall be registered immediately after birthand shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire anationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for bytheir parents.
Article 19
Living independently and being included in the communityStates Parties to the present Convention recognize the equal right of allpersons with disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal toothers, and shall take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate fullenjoyment by persons with disabilities of this right and their fullinclusion   and participation in the community, including by ensuring that:(a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose theirplace of residence and where and with whom they live on an equalbasis with others and are not obliged to live in a particular livingarrangement;(b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home,residential and other community support services, includingpersonal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion in
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the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation from thecommunity;(c)   Community services and facilities for the general population areavailable on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and areresponsive to their needs.
Article 20
Personal mobilityStates Parties shall take effective measures to ensure personal mobilitywith the greatest possible independence for persons with disabilities,including by:(a) Facilitating the personal mobility of persons with disabilities inthe manner and at the time of their choice, and at affordable cost;(b) Facilitating access by persons with disabilities to quality mobilityaids, devices, assistive technologies and forms of live assistance andintermediaries, including by making them available at affordablecost;(c) Providing training in mobility skills to persons with disabilitiesand to specialist staff working with persons with disabilities;(d) Encouraging entities that produce mobility aids, devices andassistive technologies to take into account all aspects of mobilityfor persons with disabilities.
Article 21
Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to informationStates Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that personswith disabilities can exercise the right to freedom of expression and opinion,including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas onan equal basis with others and through all forms of communication oftheir choice, as defined in article 2 of the present Convention, including by:(a) Providing information intended for the general public to personswith disabilities in accessible formats and technologies appropriateto different kinds of disabilities in a timely manner and withoutadditional cost;
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(b) Accepting and facilitating the use of sign languages, Braille,augmentative and alternative communication, and all otheraccessible means,modes and formats of communication oftheir choice by persons with disabilities in official interactions;(c) Urging private entities that provide services to the general public,including through the Internet, to provide informationand services in accessible and usable formats for persons withdisabilities;(d) Encouraging the mass media, including providers of informationthrough the  Internet, to  make  their  services accessible topersons   with disabilities;(e) Recognizing and promoting the use of sign languages.
Article 22
Respect for privacy1. No person with disabilities, regardless of place of residence or livingarrangements, shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interferencewith his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence orother types of communication or to unlawful attacks on  his or herhonour and reputation. Persons with disabilities have the right to theprotection of the law against such interference or attacks.2. States Parties shall protect the privacy of personal, healthand rehabilitation information of persons with disabilities on an equalbasis with others.
Article 23
Respect for home and the family1. States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures to eliminatediscrimination against persons with disabilities in all mattersrelating to marriage, family, parenthood and relationships, on an equalbasis with others, so as to ensure that:(a) The right of all persons with disabilities who are of marriageable ageto marry and to found a family on the basis of free and full consentof the intending spouses is recognized;(b) The rights of persons with disabilities to decide freely andresponsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have
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access to age-appropriate information, reproductive and familyplanning education are recognized, and the means necessary toenable them to exercise these rights are provided;(c) Persons with disabilities, including children, retain their fertilityon an equal basis with others.2. States Parties shall ensure the rights and responsibilities of personswith disabilities, with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship,adoption of children or similar institutions, where these conceptsexist in national legislation; in all cases the best interests of the childshall be paramount. States Parties shall render appropriate  assistanceto persons with disabilities in the performance of their child-rearingresponsibilities.3. States Parties shall ensure that children with disabilities have equalrights with respect to family life. With a view to realizing these rights,and to prevent concealment, abandonment, neglect and segregation ofchildren with disabilities, States Parties shall undertake to provide earlyand comprehensive information, services and support to childrenwith  disabilities   and  their families.4. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from hisor her parents against their will, except when competent authoritiessubject to judicial review determine, in accordance with applicable lawand procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interestsof the child. In no case shall a child be separated from parents on thebasis of a disability of either the child or one or both of the parents.5. States Parties shall, where the immediate family is unable to care fora child with disabilities, undertake every effort to provide alternativecare within the wider family, and failing that, within the community in afamily setting.
Article 24
Education1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilitiesto education. With a view to realizing this right without discriminationand on the basis of equal opportunity,   States Parties shall ensure aninclusive education system at all levels and lifelong learning directed to:
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(a) The full development of human potential and sense of dignity andself-worth, and the strengthening of respect for human rights,fundamental freedoms and human diversity;(b) The development by persons with disabilities of their personality,talents    and  creativity,    as well as their mental and  physicalabilities, to their fullest potential;(c) Enabling persons with disabilities to participate effectively in afree society.2.  In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that:(a) Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the generaleducation system on the basis of disability, and that children withdisabilities are not excluded from free and compulsory primaryeducation, or from secondary education, on the basis of disability;(b) Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and freeprimary education and secondary education on an equal basiswith others in the communities in which they live;(c) Reasonable accommodation of the individual’s requirements isprovided;(d) Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within thegeneral education system, to facilitate their effective education;(e) Effective individualized support measures are provided inenvironments that maximize academic and social development,consistent with the goal of full inclusion.
3. States Parties shall enable persons with disabilities to learn lifeand social   development   skills to facilitate   their   full   and   equalparticipation in education and as members of the community. To thisend, States Parties shall take appropriate measures, including:(a) Facilitating  the  learning of Braille, alternative script,augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats ofcommunication and orientation and mobility skills, and facilitatingpeer support and mentoring;(b) Facilitating the learning of sign language and the promotion of thelinguistic identity of the deaf community;
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(c) Ensuring that the education of persons, and in particular children,who are blind, deaf or deaf blind, is delivered in the most appropriatelanguages and modes and means of communication for theindividual, and in environments which maximize academic andsocial development.4.  In  order to  help  ensure  the realization  of  this  right,  States Partiesshall take appropriate measures to employ teachers, includingteachers with disabilities, who are qualified in sign language and/orBraille, and to train professionals and staff who work at all levels ofeducation. Such training shall incorporate disability awareness and theuse of appropriate augmentative and alternative modes, means andformats of communication, educational techniques and materials tosupport persons with disabilities.5. States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities are ableto access   general tertiary   education, vocational   training,   adulteducation and lifelong learning without discrimination and on an equalbasis with others. To this end, States Parties shall ensure that reasonableaccommodation is provided to persons with disabilities.
Article 25
HealthStates Parties recognize that persons with disabilities   have the right tothe enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of healthwithout discrimination on the basis of disability. States Partiesshall take all appropriate measures to ensure access for persons withdisabilities to health services that are gender-sensitive, including health-related rehabilitation. In particular, States Parties shall:(a) Provide persons with disabilities with the same range, quality andstandard of free or affordable health care and programmes asprovided to other persons, including in the area of sexualand reproductive health and population-based public healthprogrammes;(b) Provide those health services needed by persons with disabilitiesspecifically because of their disabilities, including earlyidentification and intervention   as   appropriate,   and   servicesdesigned to minimize and prevent further disabilities, includingamong children and older persons;
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(c) Provide these health services as close as possible to people’s owncommunities, including in rural areas;(d) Require health professionals to provide care of the same quality topersons with disabilities as to others, including on the basisof free and informed consent by, inter alia, raising awareness ofthe human rights, dignity, autonomy and needs of persons withdisabilities through training and the promulgation of ethicalstandards for public and private health care;(e) Prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities in theprovision of health insurance, and life insurance where suchinsurance is permitted by national law, which shall be providedin a fair and reasonable manner;(f) Prevent discriminatory denial of health care or health services orfood and fluids on the basis of disability.
Article 26
Habilitation and rehabilitation1. States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures, includingthrough peer support, to enable persons with disabilities to attain andmaintain maximum independence, full physical, mental, social andvocational ability, and full inclusion and participation in all aspectsof life. To that end, States Parties shall organize, strengthen andextend comprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation  services  andprogrammes, particularly in the areas of health, employment, educationand social services, in such a way that these services and programmes:(a) Begin at the earliest possible stage, and are based on themultidisciplinary assessment of individual needs and strengths;(b)   Support   participation   and   inclusion   in   the   community   andall aspects of society, are voluntary, and are available to personswith disabilities as close as possible to their own communities,including in rural areas.2. States Parties shall promote the development of initial and continuingtraining for professionals and staff working in habilitation andrehabilitation services.3. States Parties shall promote the availability, knowledge and useof assistive   devices   and technologies,   designed for persons   withdisabilities,  as they relate to habilitation and rehabilitation.
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Article 27
Work and employment1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to work,on an equal basis with others; this includes the right to the opportunityto gain a living by work   freely   chosen   or   accepted   in   a   labourmarket and work environment that is open, inclusive and accessibleto persons with disabilities. States Parties shall safeguard and promotethe realization of the right to work, including for those who acquire adisability during the course of employment, by taking appropriate steps,including through legislation, to, inter alia:(a) Prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability with regard to allmatters concerning all forms of employment, includingconditions of recruitment, hiring and employment, continuanceof employment, career advancement and safe and healthy workingconditions;(b) Protect the rights of persons with disabilities, on an equal basiswith others, to just and favourable conditions of work, includingequal opportunities and equal remuneration for work of equalvalue, safe and healthy working conditions, including protectionfrom harassment, and the redress of grievances;(c) Ensure that persons with disabilities are able to exercise theirlabour and trade union rights on an equal basis with others;(d) Enable persons with disabilities to have effective accessto general technical   and vocational   guidance   programmes,placement  services and vocational and continuing training;(e) Promote employment opportunities and career advancement forpersons with disabilities in the labour market, as well as assistancein finding, obtaining, maintaining and returning to employment;(f ) Promote opportunities for self-employment, entrepreneurship, thedevelopment of cooperatives and starting one’s own business;(g)  Employ persons with disabilities in the public sector;(h)  Promote the  employment of  persons with  disabilities in  theprivate sector through appropriate policies and measures, whichmay include affirmative action programmes, incentives and othermeasures;(i) Ensure  that reasonable  accommodation  is  provided to  personswith disabilities in the workplace;
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(j) Promote the acquisition by persons with disabilities of workexperience in the open labour market;(k) Promote vocational and professional rehabilitation, job retentionand return-to-work programmes for persons with disabilities.
2. States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities are not held inslavery or in servitude, and are protected, on an equal basis with others,from forced or compulsory labour.
Article 28
Adequate standard of living and social protection1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities toan adequate standard of living for themselves and their families,including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuousimprovement of living conditions, and shall take appropriate stepsto safeguard and promote the realization of this right withoutdiscrimination on the basis of disability.2. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to socialprotection and to the enjoyment of that right without discriminationon the basis of disability, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguardand promote the realization of this right, including measures:(a) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to clean waterservices, and to ensure access to appropriate and affordableservices, devices and other assistance for disability-related needs;(b) To ensure access by persons with disabilities, in particular womenand girls with disabilities  and older persons  with disabilities, tosocial protection programmes and poverty reduction programmes;(c) To ensure access by persons with disabilities and their familiesliving in situations of poverty to assistance from the Statewith disability- related expenses, including adequate training,counselling, financial assistance and respite care;(d) To ensure access by persons with disabilities to public housingprogrammes;(e) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to retirementbenefits and programmes.
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Article 29
Participation in political and public lifeStates Parties shall guarantee to persons with disabilities political rightsand the opportunity to enjoy them on an equal basis with others, andshall undertake:(a) To ensure that persons with disabilities can effectively and fullyparticipate in political and public life on an equal basis with others,directly or through freely chosen representatives,   including the rightand opportunity for persons with disabilities to vote and be elected,inter alia, by:(i) Ensuring that voting procedures, facilities and materials areappropriate, accessible and easy to understand and use;(ii) Protecting the right of persons with disabilities to vote by secretballot in elections and public referendums without intimidation, andto stand for elections, to effectively hold office and perform all publicfunctions at all levels of government, facilitating the use of assistiveand new technologies where appropriate;(iii) Guaranteeing the free expression of the will of persons withdisabilities as electors and to this end, where necessary, at theirrequest, allowing assistance in voting by a person of their own choice;(b) To promote actively an environment in which persons withdisabilities can effectively and fully participate in the conduct of publicaffairs, without discrimination and on an equal basis with others, andencourage their participation in public affairs, including:(i) Participation in non-governmental organizations and associationsconcerned with the public and political life of the country, and inthe activities and administration of political parties;(ii) Forming and joining organizations of persons with disabilitiesto represent persons with disabilities at international, national,regional and local levels.
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Article 30
Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport1.   States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to takepart on an equal basis with others in cultural life, and shall take allappropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities:(a)  Enjoy access to cultural materials in accessible formats;(b) Enjoy access to television programmes, films, theatre and othercultural activities, in accessible formats;(c) Enjoy access to places for cultural performances or services, such astheatres, museums, cinemas, libraries and tourism services, and,as far as possible, enjoy access to monuments and sites of nationalcultural importance.2. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to enable persons withdisabilities to have the opportunity to develop and utilize their creative,artistic and intellectual potential, not only for their own benefit, but alsofor the enrichment of society.3. States Parties shall take all appropriate steps, in accordance withinternational law, to ensure that laws protecting intellectual propertyrights do not constitute an unreasonable or discriminatory barrier toaccess by persons with disabilities to cultural materials.4. Persons with disabilities shall be entitled, on an equal basis with others,to recognition and support of their specific cultural and linguisticidentity, including sign languages and deaf culture.5. With a view to enabling persons with disabilities to participate on anequal basis with others in recreational, leisure and sporting activities,States Parties shall take appropriate measures:(a) To encourage and promote the participation, to the fullest extentpossible,   of persons   with   disabilities   in mainstream   sportingactivities  at all levels;(b) To ensure that persons with disabilities have an opportunity toorganize, develop and participate in disability-specificsporting and recreational activities and, to this end, encouragethe provision, on an equal basis with others, of appropriateinstruction, training and resources;
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(c) To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sporting,recreational and tourism venues;(d) To ensure that children with disabilities have equal access withother children to participation in play, recreation and leisureand sporting activities, including those activities in the schoolsystem;(e) To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to servicesfrom those involved in the organization of recreational, tourism,leisure and sporting activities.
Article 31
Statistics and data collection1. States Parties   undertake to   collect   appropriate   information,including statistical and research data, to enable them to formulateand implement policies to give effect to the present Convention. Theprocess of collecting and maintaining this information shall:(a) Comply with legally established safeguards, including legislationon data protection, to ensure confidentiality and respect forthe  privacy  of persons with disabilities;(b) Comply with internationally accepted norms to protect humanrights and fundamental freedoms and ethical principles in thecollection  and use of statistics.2. The information collected in accordance with this article shallbe disaggregated, as appropriate, and used to help assess theimplementation   of States Parties’ obligations   under   the presentConvention and to identify and address the barriers faced by personswith disabilities in exercising their rights.3. States Parties shall assume responsibility for the disseminationof these statistics and ensure their accessibility to persons withdisabilities and others
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Article 32
International cooperation1. States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperationand its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of thepurpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertakeappropriate and effective measures in this regard, between andamong   States   and,   as appropriate, in partnership withrelevant international and regional organizations and civil society,in particular organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measurescould include, inter alia:(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, including internationaldevelopment programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to personswith disabilities;(b) Facilitating  and  supporting  capacity-building,  including  throughthe exchange and sharing of information, experiences, trainingprogrammes and best practices;(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific andtechnical knowledge;(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance,including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible andassistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.2.  The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the obligations ofeach State Party to fulfil its obligations under the present Convention.
Article 33
National implementation and monitoring1. States Parties,   in   accordance   with   their system   of   organization,shall designate one or more focal points within government for mattersrelating to the implementation of the present Convention, and shall givedue consideration to the establishment or designation of a coordinationmechanism within government to facilitate related action in differentsectors  and  at  different levels.2. States Parties shall, in accordance with their legal and administrativesystems, maintain, strengthen, designate or establish within the State
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Party, a framework, including one or more independent mechanisms,as  appropriate, to  promote,  protect  and  monitor  implementation  ofthe present Convention. When designating   or establishing   such   amechanism,   States Parties   shall   take   into account   the   principlesrelating to the status and functioning of national institutions forprotection and promotion of human rights.3. Civil society, in particular persons with disabilities and theirrepresentative organizations, shall be involved and participate fully inthe monitoring process.
Article 34
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities1. There shall be established a Committee on the Rights of Persons withDisabilities   (hereafter referred to as “the Committee”), which shallcarry out the functions hereinafter provided.2. The Committee shall consist, at the time of entry into force ofthe present Convention, of twelve experts. After an additional sixtyratifications or accessions to the Convention, the membership of theCommittee shall increase by six members, attaining a maximum numberof eighteen members.3. The members of the Committee shall serve in their personal capacityand shall be of high moral standing and recognized competence andexperience in the field covered by the present Convention. Whennominating their candidates, States Parties are invited to give dueconsideration to the provision set out in article 4, paragraph 3, of thepresent Convention.4. The members of the Committee shall be elected by States Parties,consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution,representation of the different forms of civilization and of the principallegal systems, balanced gender representation and participation ofexperts with disabilities.5. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a listof persons nominated by the States Parties from among their nationalsat  meetings  of  the  Conference  of  States Parties. At  those  meetings,for which two thirds of States Parties shall constitute a quorum, thepersons elected to the Committee shall be those who obtain thelargest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of therepresentatives  of States Parties present and voting.
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6. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the dateof  entry  into force  of  the  present Convention. At least four  monthsbefore the date of each election, the Secretary-General of the UnitedNations   shall address a letter to the States Parties inviting them tosubmit  the  nominations  within  two  months.  The  Secretary-Generalshall subsequently prepare a list in alphabetical   order of all personsthus nominated,   indicating   the State Parties which   have nominatedthem, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present Convention.7. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years.They shall be eligible for re-election once. However, the term of sixof the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end oftwo years; immediately after the first election, the names of thesesix members shall be chosen by lot by the chairperson of the meetingreferred to in paragraph 5 of this article.8. The election of the six additional members of the Committee shall beheld on the occasion of regular elections, in accordance with the relevantprovisions of this article.9. If a member of the Committee dies or resigns or declares that for anyother cause she or he can no longer perform her or his duties, theState Party which nominated the member shall appoint another expertpossessing the qualifications and meeting the requirements set out inthe relevant provisions of this article, to serve for the remainder of theterm.10. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure.11. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessarystaff and facilities for the effective performance of the functionsof the Committee under the present Convention, and shall convene itsinitial meeting.12. With the approval of the General Assembly of the United Nations, themembers of the Committee established under the present Conventionshall receive emoluments from United Nations resources on suchterms and conditions as the Assembly may decide, having regard to theimportance of the Committee’s responsibilities.13. The members of the Committee shall be entitled to the facilities,privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the United Nationsas laid down in the relevant sections of the Convention on thePrivileges   and Immunities of the United Nations.
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Article 35
Reports by States Parties1. Each State Party shall submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a comprehensive report on measurestaken to give effect to its obligations under the present Convention andon the progress made in that regard, within two years after the entryinto force of the present Convention for the State Party concerned.2. Thereafter, States Parties shall submit subsequent reports at least everyfour years and further whenever the Committee so requests.3. The Committee shall decide any guidelines applicable to the content ofthe reports.4. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to theCommittee   need not, in its subsequent reports, repeat informationpreviously provided. When preparing reports to the Committee, StatesParties are invited to consider doing so in an open and transparentprocess and to give due consideration to the provision set out in article4, paragraph 3, of the present Convention.5. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree offulfilment of obligations under the present Convention.
Article 36
Consideration of reports1. Each report shall be considered by the Committee, which shall makesuch suggestions and general recommendations on the report asit may consider appropriate and shall forward these to the State Partyconcerned. The State Party may respond with any information it choosesto the Committee. The Committee may request further information fromStates Parties relevant to the implementation of the present Convention.2. If a State Party is significantly overdue in the submission of a report, theCommittee may notify the State Party concerned of the need to examinethe implementation of the present Convention in that State Party, on thebasis of reliable information available to the Committee, if the relevantreport is not submitted within three months following the notification.The Committee shall invite the State Party concerned to participate insuch examination. Should the State Party respond by submitting the
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relevant report, the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article will apply.3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall make available thereports to all States Parties.4. States Parties shall make their reports widely available to the public intheir own countries and facilitate access to the suggestions and generalrecommendations relating to these reports.5. The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to thespecialized agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations, andother competent bodies, reports from States Parties in order to addressa request  or  indication  of a need for technical advice  or  assistancecontained therein, along with   the   Committee’s   observations   andrecommendations,  if  any,  on these requests or indications.
Article 37
Cooperation between States Parties and the Committee1. Each State Party shall cooperate with the Committee and assist itsmembers in the fulfilment of their mandate.2. In its relationship with States Parties, the Committee shall givedue consideration to ways and means of enhancing national capacitiesfor the implementation of the present Convention, including throughinternational cooperation.
Article 38
Relationship of the Committee with other bodiesIn order to foster the effective implementation of the present Conventionand to encourage international cooperation in the field covered by thepresent Convention:(a) The specialized agencies and other United Nations organs shallbe entitled to be represented at the consideration of theimplementation of such provisions of the present Conventionas fall within the scope of their mandate. The   Committee   mayinvite   the   specialized   agencies   and   other   competent bodiesas it may consider appropriate to provide expert advice on theimplementation   of the Convention   in areas falling   within   thescope of their respective mandates. The Committee may invite



Improving the access to Social services for People with Disabilities in Rwanda 33

specialized agencies and other United Nations organs to submitreports on the implementation of the Convention in areas fallingwithin the scope of their activities;(b) The Committee, as it discharges its mandate, shall consult, asappropriate, other relevant bodies instituted by internationalhuman rights treaties, with a view to ensuring the consistency oftheir respective reporting guidelines, suggestions and generalrecommendations, and avoiding duplication and overlap in theperformance of their functions.
Article 39
Report of the CommitteeThe Committee shall report every two years to the General Assemblyand to the Economic and Social Council on its activities, and maymakesuggestions and general recommendations based on the examinationof reports and information received from the States Parties. Suchsuggestions and general recommendations shall be included in the reportof the Committee together with comments, if any, from States Parties.
Article 40
Conference of States Parties1. The States Parties shall meet regularly in a Conference of States Partiesin order to consider any matter with regard to the implementationof  the present Convention.2. No later than six months after the entry into force of the presentConvention, the Conference of States Parties shall be convened bythe Secretary-General of the United Nations. The subsequent meetingsshall be convened by the Secretary-General biennially or upon thedecision of the Conference of States Parties.
Article 41
DepositaryThe Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the depositary of thepresent Convention.
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Article 42
SignatureThe present Convention shall be open for signature by all States and byregional integration organizations at United Nations Headquarters in NewYork as of 30 March 2007.
Article 43
Consent to be boundThe  present  Convention  shall  be  subject to ratification by  signatoryStates and to formal   confirmation by signatory regional   integrationorganizations.  It shall  be open for accession by any State  or regionalintegration organization which has not signed the Convention.
Article 44
Regional integration organizations1. “Regional integration organization” shall mean an organizationconstituted by sovereign States of a given region, to which its memberStates  have  transferred  competence  in respect  of  matters  governedby the present Convention. Such organizations shall declare, in theirinstruments   of formal confirmation   or   accession,   the extent   oftheir competence with respect to matters governed by the presentConvention. Subsequently, they shall inform the depositary of anysubstantial   modification   in the extent of their competence.2. References to “States Parties” in the present Convention shall apply tosuch organizations within the limits of their competence.3. For the purposes of article 45, paragraph 1, and article 47, paragraphs 2and 3, of the present Convention, any instrument deposited by a regionalintegration organization shall not be counted.4. Regional integration organizations, in matters within their competence,may exercise their right to vote in the Conference of States Parties,with a number of votes equal to the number of their member States thatare Parties to the  present Convention. Such an organization  shall notexercise its right to vote if any of its member States exercises its right,and vice versa.
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Article 45
Entry into force1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day afterthe deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession.2. For each State or regional integration organization ratifying, formallyconfirming  or  acceding to  the  present  Convention  after  the  depositof the twentieth such instrument, the Convention shall enter into forceon the thirtieth day after the deposit of its own such instrument.
Article 46
Reservations1. Reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the presentConvention shall not be permitted.2. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time.
Article 47
Amendments1. Any State Party may propose an amendment to the present Conventionand submit it to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. TheSecretary- General shall communicate any proposed amendmentsto States Parties, with a request to be notified whether they favour aconference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and decidingupon the proposals. In the event that, within four months from thedate of such communication, at least one third of the   States Partiesfavour such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convenethe conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Anyamendment adopted by a majority of two thirds of the States Partiespresent and voting shall  be  submitted by  the  Secretary-General tothe General Assembly of the United Nations for approval and thereafterto all States Parties for acceptance.2. An amendment adopted and approved in accordance with paragraph1 of this article shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after thenumber of instruments of acceptance deposited reaches two thirds ofthe number of States Parties at the date of adoption of the amendment.
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Thereafter, the amendment shall enter into force for any State Partyon the thirtieth day following the deposit of its own instrument ofacceptance. An amendment shall be binding only on those States Partieswhich have accepted it.3. If so decided by the Conference of States Parties by consensus, anamendment adopted and approved in accordance with paragraph1 of this article which relates exclusively to articles 34, 38, 39 and 40shall enter into force for all States Parties on the thirtieth day after thenumber of instruments of acceptance deposited reaches two thirds ofthe number of States Parties at the date of adoption of the amendment.
Article 48
DenunciationA State Party may denounce the present Convention by writtennotification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Thedenunciation shall become effective one year after the date of receipt ofthe notification by the Secretary-General.
Article 49
Accessible formatThe text of the present Convention shall be made available in accessibleformats.
Article 50
Authentic textsThe Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts of thepresent Convention shall be equally authentic.IN WITNESS THEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being dulyauthorized thereto by their respective Governments, have signed thepresent Convention.
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OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF
PERSONS WITH  DISABILITIES
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The States Parties to the present Protocol have agreed as follows:

Article 11. A State Party to the present Protocol (“State Party”) recognizes thecompetence of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities(“the Committee”) to receive and consider communications from or onbehalf of individuals or groups of individuals subject to its jurisdictionwho claim to be victims of a violation by that State Party of the provisionsof the Convention.2. No communication shall be received by the Committee if it concerns aState Party to the Convention that is not a party to the present Protocol.
Article 2The Committee shall consider a communication inadmissible when:(a) The communication is anonymous;(b) The communication constitutes an abuse of the right ofsubmission of such communications or is incompatible with theprovisions of the Convention;(c) The same matter has already been examined by the Committee or hasbeen or is being examined under another procedure of internationalinvestigation or settlement;(d) All available domestic remedies have not been exhausted. This shallnot be the rule where the application of the remedies is unreasonablyprolonged or unlikely to bring effective relief;(e) It is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated; orwhen(f) The facts that are the subject of the communication occurred prior tothe entry into force of the present Protocol for the State Party concernedunless those facts continued after that date.
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Article 3Subject to the provisions of article 2 of the present Protocol, theCommittee shall bring any communications submitted to it confidentiallyto the attention  of the State Party. Within six months, the receiving  Stateshall submit to   the   Committee   written explanations   or   statementsclarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken bythat State.1. At any time after the receipt of a communication and beforea determination on the merits has been reached, the Committee maytransmit to the State Party concerned for its urgent consideration   arequest that the State Party take such interim measures as may benecessary to avoid possible irreparable damage to the victim or victimsof the alleged violation.2. Where the Committee exercises its discretion under paragraph 1 of thisarticle, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on themerits of the communication.
Article 4The  Committee  shall  hold closed meetings when e x a m i n i n gcommunications under the present Protocol. After exa m i ni nga communication,  the  Committee shall forward its suggestions a n drecommendations, if any, to the State Party concerned and to the petitioner.
Article 51.   If the   Committee receives reliable information indicating   graveor systematic violations by a State Party of rights set forth in theConvention, the Committee shall invite that State Party to cooperate inthe examination of the information and to this end submit observationswith regard to the information concerned.2. Taking into account any observations that may have been submittedby the State Party concerned as well as any other reliable informationavailable to it, the Committee may designate one or more of its membersto conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to the Committee. Wherewarranted and with the consent of the State Party, the inquiry mayinclude a visit to its territory.
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3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shalltransmit these findings to the State Party concerned together withany comments and recommendations.4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receivingthe findings, comments and recommendations transmitted by theCommittee, submit its observations to the Committee.5. Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation ofthe State Party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings.
Article 61. The Committee may invite the State Party concerned to include in itsreport under article 35 of the  Convention details of any measurestaken in response to an inquiry conducted under article 6 of the presentProtocol.2. The Committee may, if necessary, after the end of the period ofsix months referred to in article 6, paragraph 4, invite the State Partyconcerned to inform it of the measures taken in response to such aninquiry.
Article 8Each  State Party  may,  at  the  time  of  signature  or ratification  of  thepresent Protocol or accession thereto, declare that it does not recognizethe competence of the Committee provided for in articles 6 and 7.
Article 9The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the depositary of thepresent Protocol
Article 10The present Protocol shall be open for signature by signatory States andregional integration organizations of the Convention at United NationsHeadquarters in New York as of 30 March 2007.
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Article 11The present Protocol shall be subject to ratification by signatory States ofthe present Protocol which have ratified or acceded to the Convention. Itshall be subject to formal confirmation by signatory regional integrationorganizations  of the present Protocol which have formally confirmed oracceded to the Convention. It shall be open for accession by any Stateor regional integration organization which has ratified, formally confirmedor acceded to the Convention and which has not signed the Protocol.
Article 121. “Regional integration organization” shall mean an   organizationconstituted by sovereign States of a given region, to which its memberStates  have  transferred  competence  in respect  of  matters  governedby the Convention and the present Protocol. Such organizations shalldeclare, in their instruments of formal confirmation or  accession, theextent of their competence with respect to matters governed bythe   Convention   and   the present Protocol. Subsequently, they shallinform the depositary of any substantial modification in the extent oftheir competence.2. References to “States Parties” in the present Protocol shall apply to suchorganizations within the limits of their competence.3. For the purposes of article 13, paragraph 1, and article 15, paragraph 2, ofthe present Protocol, any instrument deposited by a regional integrationorganization shall not be counted.4. Regional integration organizations, in matters within their competence,may exercise their right to vote in the meeting of States Parties, with anumber of votes equal to the number of their member States that areParties to the present Protocol. Such an organization shall not exerciseits right to vote if any of its member States exercises its right, and viceversa.
Article 13

1. Subject to the entry into force of the Convention, the present Protocol
shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the deposit of the
tenth instrument of ratification or accession.
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2. For each State or regional integration organization ratifying, formallyconfirming or acceding to the present Protocol after the deposit of thetenth such instrument, the Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtiethday after the deposit of its own such instrument.
Article 141. Reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of the presentProtocol shall not be permitted.2. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time.
Article 151. Any State Party may propose an amendment to the present Protocol andsubmit it to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. TheSecretary- General shall communicate any proposed amendmentsto States Parties, with a request to be notified whether they favour ameeting of States Parties for the purpose of considering and decidingupon the proposals. In the event that, within four months from thedate of such communication, at least one third of the States Partiesfavour such a meeting, the Secretary-General shall convene the meetingunder the auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted bya majority of two thirds of the States Parties present and voting shallbe submitted by the Secretary-General to the General Assembly ofthe United Nations for approval and thereafter to all States Parties foracceptance.2 An amendment adopted and approved in accordance with paragraph 1 ofthis article shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the number ofinstruments of acceptance deposited reaches two thirds of the numberof States Parties at the date of adoption of the amendment. Thereafter,the amendment shall enter into force for any State Party on thethirtieth day following the deposit of its own instrument of acceptance.An amendment shall be binding only on those States Parties which haveaccepted it.
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Article 16A State Party may denounce the present Protocol by written notificationto the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The denunciation shallbecome effective one year after the date of receipt of the notification by theSecretary- General.
Article 17The text of the present Protocol   shall be made available   in accessibleformats.
Article 18The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts of thepresent Protocol shall be equally authentic.IN WITNESS THEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being dulyauthorized thereto by their respective Governments, have signed thepresent Protocol.
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LAW N° 01/2007 OF 20/01/2007
RELATING TO PROTECTION OF
DISABLED  PERSONS  IN  GENERAL
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CHAPTER I: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article One:This law protects disabled persons in general. Without prejudice toprovisions of this law, there may be instituted particular laws protectingpersons who are disabled due to various circumstances.
Article 2:In this law, disability shall mean the condition of a person’s impairment ofhealth ability he or she should have been in possession, and consequentlyleading to deficiency compared to others. In this law, a disabled personis any individual who was born without congenital abilities like those ofothers or one who was deprived of such abilities due to disease, accident,conflict or any other reasons which may cause disability. An order of theMinister in charge of Health shall determine modalities of how disabledpersons are put in basic categories according to their disabilities in orderto help various organs to guarantee them special rights they require.

Article 3:Every disabled person shall be entitled to equal rights with others personsbefore the law. He or she shall be respected and be entitled to humandignity.
Article 4:Centres or associations which cater for disabled persons are obliged tofulfil the conditions to enable the disabled persons to have a descent livingin matters relating to security and health. The centres and associationsare required to have sufficient capacity and equipment in order to be ableto integrate disabled persons into the social life and to have a role in thedevelopment process. The State has the obligation to monitor and supportthe federations, associations and centres that cater for disabled persons.An Order of the Minister in charge of social affairs shall institute instructionsthat govern federations, associations and centres that cater for disabledpersons.
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Article 5:A disabled person has the right to live in the family in the same conditionsas others. An orphan disabled person and who is unable to live on his orher own shall have a tutor or an adopter or a centre or an association thatcaters for him or her. An order of the Minister in charge of Social affairsshall determine the modalities of how the State shall assist a disabledperson who does not have any person to cater for him or her.
Article 6:To be a tutor of a related or a non related disabled person; or for a centreto cater for disabled persons, shall be done in the interest of the disabledperson and in the general national interest and it shall not be done on anyother interests of the tutor. An order of the Minister in charge of SocialAffairs shall institute modalities of regular monitoring of actions of tutorsand centres which receive disabled persons.
Article 7:A disabled person is entitled to the right of freedom of expression on anygeneral national issues, on any particular issue he or she is concerned withand shall have a role in the national development of his or her country inaccordance with his or her capacity. Where possible, disabled persons shallbe consulted and they shall give views on activities and services accordedto them. The Coordinator of the federation of the disabled persons at locallevels shall participate in the consultative councils elected at those levels.
Article 8:A disabled person shall have the right to legal representation like any otherperson in courts of law as determined by law. The State shall determine themodalities of providing legal aid to the needy disabled persons who are notable to get legal representation. Various organs shall facilitate the disabledpersons in acquisition of the required services at any time it is considerednecessary.
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Article 9:A disabled person shall be catered for and assisted particularly in times ofconflict, accidents and other disasters. An order of the Minister in charge ofSocial Affairs shall determine how such assistance shall be rendered.
Article 10:The National Human Rights Commission shall provide special proceduresof monitoring how rights of a disabled person are respected.
CHAPTER II: RIGHTS OF A DISABLED PERSON IN
MATTERS RELATED TO EDUCATION

Article 11:A disabled person has the right to appropriate education in respect of thenature of his or her disability. The Government or centres which cater fordisabled persons who are not able to study with others, shall provide withthem modalities to study in a specialised school and shall have qualifiedand trained teachers and appropriate equipment. The Minister in charge ofEducation shall, basing on basic categories of disability determined by theMinister in charge of Health, determine modalities of facilitating the needydisabled persons in ordinary schools and in specialised schools in case offailure to study with others.
Article 12:A pupil or a student with disabilities that do not enable him or her to sitexams with fellow schoolmates or in the same manner as others is entitledto the right of sitting for exams in a special manner.
Article 13:The Minister in charge of education shall determine modalities offacilitating the needy disabled persons in pursuing education.
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CHAPTER III: RIGHTS OF A DISABLED PERSON IN
HEALTH MATTERS

Article 14:The Government shall facilitate a disabled person in getting medical careand prosthesis and orthesis appliances if required.
Article 15:The Government has an obligation to provide medical care to a needydisabled person and it shall provide prosthesis and orthesis appliances ifrequired.
Article 16:Each centre or association that caters for the disabled persons is obligedto have a department responsible for examination of trauma as well asphysico-social counselling.
Article 17:An order of the Minister in charge of Health shall determine the modalitiesof facilitating the disabled persons in matters related to receiving medicalcare and getting prosthesis and orthesis appliances.
CHAPTER IV: RIGHTS OF A DISABLED PERSON IN MAT-
TERS RELATED TO WORK AND EMPLOYMENT

Article 18:No discrimination of any form shall be subjected upon a disabled person inmatters related to employment. However, a disabled person shall be givengreater access to employment opportunities than any other citizen in caseof equal capacities or in case of equal marks in competition.
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Article 19:In case of necessity and only due to interest of employment, a disabledperson shall be entitled to a conducive employment environment that doesnot detract the nature of his or her disability.
Article 20:An Order of the Minister in Charge of labour in his or her attributions shalldetermine the modalities of facilitating the disabled persons in mattersrelated to access to employment opportunities.
CHAPTER V: RIGHTS OF A DISABLED PERSON IN
MATTERS RELATED TO CULTURE, ENTERTAINMENT
AND SPORTS

Article 21:Centres that cater for the disabled persons and educational institutionsin general, are required to have special grounds meant for culture,entertainment and sports and trained tutors.
Article 22:Disabled persons are entitled to the right of joining specialised associationsrelated to sports, culture and entertainment.
Article 23:A disabled person shall be facilitated in matters related to participation insports, films, drama and other entertainment.
Article 24:An order of the Minister in charge of Sports shall determine the modalitiesof facilitating the disabled persons in matters related to participation inactivities of culture, entertainment and sports.
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CHAPTER VI: RIGHTS OF A DISABLED PERSON IN MAT-
TERS RELATED TO TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION
AND ACCESS TO INFRASTRUCTURE

Article 25:Buildings in which various services meant for residents are conducted arerequired to be built in a way such that they facilitate the disabled personsto acquire access to such services. An order of the Minister in charge ofinfrastructure shall determine when and how it shall be conducted.
Article 26:Public  transport  and  communication  services  are  obliged to facilitatethe disabled persons Gestures, Braille writings and other ways that aidthe disabled persons in communication, where possible shall, be usedin conferences and meetings, news reading and other public debates. Anorder of the Minister in charge of Communication and Transport shalldetermine modalities of facilitating disabled persons in matters relating tocommunication and transport.

CHAPTER VII: PENALTIES

Article 27:Any person who exercises any form of discrimination or any form ofviolence against a disabled person, shall be punished with the heaviestpenalty among the penalties provided by the Criminal Code and those of thespecial laws relating to such a crime.
CHAPTER VIII: FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 28:

All previous legal provisions contrary to this law are hereby abrogated.
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Article 29:This law comes into force on the day of its publication in the Official Gazetteof the Republic of Rwanda.
Kigali on 20/01/2007

The President of the Republic
KAGAME Paul

(sé)
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MINISTERIAL ORDER N° 01/2009
OF 19/6/2009 DETERMINING THE
MODALITIES OF FACILITATING
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES TO
PRACTICE AND FOLLOW CULTURAL,
ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORTS
ACTIVITIES
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The Minister of Culture and Sports,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June 2003 asamended to date, especially in Articles 14, 120, 121, 201Pursuant to Law nº 01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to protectionof disabled persons in general, especially in Article 24;After consideration and approval by theCabinet, in its session of 19/06/2009;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article 1: Purpose of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of facilitating disabled persons topractice and follow cultural, entertainment and sports activities.
Article 2: Materials for disabled personsDisabled Persons   shall   be   fully facilitated in order to participate, topractice and train in sport and entertainment activities.    Both    privateand public organs in charge of such activities shall reserve spaces for thepractice of these activities.. This mainly concerns national associations incharge of cultural, entertainment and sports activities.
Article 3:To be a member of the international sports associationDisabled persons shall be facilitated to become members of internationalsports associations, and shall be availed assistance to participate inactivities relating to these associations, or in games at the internationallevel, which include mainly transport, meals and membership fees.Article 4: A passing way and special spaces for disabled personsA passing way and special spaces shall be reserved for disabled personswho choose to follow sports and entertainment activities for their ownsafety due to their disabilities.Deaf Persons shall be provided with interpreters during sports andentertainment activities.
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Article 5: Issues for incorporation into the budgetThe issues specified under Articles 2, 3 and 4 of this Order shall beincorporated into the budget of each Organ.
Article 6: Repealing provision

All prior legal provisions contrary to thisOrder are hereby repealed.
Article 7: CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in the OfficialGazette of the Republic of Rwanda.
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MINISTERIAL ORDER N° 01/cab. M/
09 OF 27/07/2009 DETERMINING
THE MODALITIES OF CONSTRUCTING
BUILDINGS PROVIDING VARIOUS
PUBLIC SERVICES TO EASE THE ACCESS
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
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The Minister of Infrastructure,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June2003 as amended to date, especially in Articles 14,120,  121  and  201;Pursuant to Law n° 01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to protection ofdisabled persons in   general, especially in Article 25;After  consideration  and  approval by theCabinet,  in  its  session  of  19/06/2009;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article  One: Purpose  of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of constructing buildings providingvarious public  services to  ease the access of persons with disabilities.
Article 2: DefinitionsThe term “buildings where various services are provided” shall meanall buildings, whether private or public or parastatal as well as thosebelonging to various religious denominations and all other buildings usedfor the provision of various services.The term “public services” shall mean all services rendered to the populationfor various reasons in their best interest.The term “buildings that facilitate access for persons with disabilities” shallmean buildings constructed in a way that access thereto by persons withdisabilities is facilitated or eased.The term “building permit” shall mean a document issued by a competentpublic Organ authorizing the recipient to start construction.
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Article3: Building facilities for persons with disabilitiesAll  buildings shall  be  equipped with the necessary facilities to  enablepersons  with  disabilities  have access to services therein.  In  particularwhether a public or private building meant to provide services to thepublic, must provide passage ways for persons with disabilities so as tohave easy access to services being offered.
Buildings constructed prior to the publication of this Order in the OfficialGazette of the Republic of Rwanda must conform to the requirementsstipulated under paragraph one of this Article.
Article  4: Parking  space for vehiclesAll buildings offering services must provide special parking space forvehicles of persons with disabilities, whether motorized or non-motorized.These spaces should be near main entrances with facilities to enable therescue, self assistance, calls for help when necessary of persons withdisabilities in an expeditious way
Article 5: Building permitWithout prejudice to the legal provisions relating to   urban   planningand construction, building permit applicants in respect of buildingsspecified under Article 3 of this Order must demonstrate the observanceof laws in general and of those relating to persons with disabilities inparticular.
Article 6: Repealing  provisionAll prior legal provisions contrary to thisOrder are hereby repealed.
Article 7: CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in the OfficialGazette of the Republic of Rwanda.
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MINISTERIAL ORDER N°02/cab.M/09
OF 27/7/2009 DETERMINING THE
MODALITIES OF FACILITATING
PERSONS WITHDISABLITIES ON
NECESSARY TRAVELS WITHIN THE
COUNTRY.
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The Minister of Infrastructure,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June2003, as amended to date especially in Articles 14,120, 121 and 201;Pursuant to Law n° 01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to protection ofdisabled persons in   general, especially in Article 26;After  consideration  and  approval by theCabinet, in its session of 19/06/2009;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article One: Purpose of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of facilitating persons withdisabilities  on necessary travels within the Country.
Article 2: DefinitionThe term “necessary travel” shall mean the travel undertaken by a   personwith disability who is in the first and second categories with the purposeof getting the needed services or reach the place where he /she gets suchservices.Article 3: Exemption from transportation fareA needy person with disability in the first and second categories is exemptfrom transportation fares when boarding State- owned public transportvehicles.
Article 4: Indentity card for a person with disabilityFor the purposes of Article 3 of this Order, a person with disabilities inthe first and second categories shall obtain from authorized Organs acard allowing them to benefit from free transportation in State- ownedpublic transport vehicles. Persons specified under this Article shall only beentitled to this benefit in case of necessary travels.
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Article 5: Seats reserved for persons with disabilities in public
transport vehiclesThe State shall adopt an appropriate program that would facilitate personswith disabilities in general to board public transport vehicles by requiringpublic transport vehicles owners to reserve seats and entrance doors forpersons with disabilities.

Article 6: Bus stopsAll bus stops for public transport vehicles must be developed in such a waythat they facilitate persons with disabilities to easily board vehicles.
Article 7: Repealing  provisionAll prior legal provisions contrary to this Order are hereby repealed.
Article 8: CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in the OfficialGazette of the Republic of Rwanda.
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MINISTERIAL ORDER N° 20/18 OF
27/7/2009 DETERMINING THE
MODALITIES OF CLASSIFYING
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES INTO
BASIC CATEGORIES BASED ON THE
DEGREE OF DISABILITY
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The Minister of Health,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June2003 as amended to date, especially in Articles 14,120, 121 and 201;Pursuant to Law n° 01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to protection ofdisabled personsin general, especially in Article 2;After consideration and approval by theCabinet, in its session of 19/06/2009;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article One: Purpose of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of classifying disabled personsinto  basic categories    based on the degree of disability.
Article 2: Categories of disabled persons on the basis of disabilityDisabled persons shall be classified under the following categories:1.   Physically disabled persons;2.  Sight-impaired persons;3.  Deaf-and-dumb persons or persons with either of these disabilities;4.  Mentally disabled persons;5. Persons with disabilities not specified in the above categoriesapproved by  the  Medical committee.
Article 3: Categories of disabled persons on the basis of the

degree of disabilityOn the basis of the degree of disability ascertained by the MedicalCommittee established by relevant authorities, persons with disabilitiesin each category of disability specified under paragraph 2 of Article 2 areclassified into the categories below in light of international disabilitystandards:
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1. between 90 and 100%;2. between 70 and 89%;3.    between 50 and 69%;4.    between 30 and 49%;5.    below 30%.After classification into one of the different categories specified underArticle2 and 3 of this Order, the Medical committee shall issue them a card thatindicates the disability, degree of disability and the signature of theMedical Committee President.
Article 4: Classification of disabled personsClassification of Disabled persons shall be implemented within One yearfrom  the date this Order comes into force.
Article   5: Report of the Medical CommitteeThe Medical Committee specified under Article 2 of this Order shalltransmit on a yearly basis or whenever necessary a report to the Ministerin charge of Health and the Minister in charge of Social Affairs copied tothe Disabled Persons Federation.
Article 6: Repealing provisionAll prior provisions contrary to this Order are hereby repealed.
Article7: CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in the OfficialGazette of the Republic of Rwanda.
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MINISTERIAL ORDER N°20/19 OF
27/7/2009 DETERMINING THE
MODALITIES OF FACILITATING
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ACCESS
MEDICAL CARE
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The Minister of Health,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June2003 as amended to date, especially in Articles 14,120,  121   and  201;Pursuant to  Law nº  01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to  protection  ofdisabled persons in   general, especially in Article 17;Pursuant to Law nº 62/2007 of 30/12/2007 establishing and determiningthe organization, functioning and management of the mutual healthinsurance scheme, especially in Article 30;After  consideration  and  approval by theCabinet, in its session of 19/06/2009 ;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article One: Purpose of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of facilitating persons withdisabilities access Medical care.
Article 2: Insurance for persons with disabilitiesPersons with disabilities whose degree of disability is between 50% and100% shall be the responsibility of the State as regards the mutual healthinsurance scheme while those whose degree of disability is between30% and 49% shall be the responsibility of the State at 50% in respectof mutual health insurance premiums.In respect of contributions of persons with disability to medical care andpurchase of drugs, the care of those whose degree of disability is between50% and 100% shall be the responsibility of the State while those whosedegree of disability is between 30% and 49% and are needy shall alsobe the responsibility of the State.
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Article 3: Prosthetics and orthotics to persons with dis abilitiesThe provision of free prosthetics and orthotics to persons with disabilitieswho fall under different categories established by the Ministerial Ordernº   20/18   of 27/07/2009 determining modes of classifying disabledpersons into basic categories according to the degree of disability so as toenable different organs to guarantee the rights tailored to their conditionshall not exceed the value provided by the Mutual Health Insurance Fund.However, the State shall entirely remain responsible for the care ofpersons whose degree of disability is between 70% and 100%.The provisions of paragraph one of this Article shall also apply in case ofreplacement or repair of prosthetics and orthotics.
Article 4: Special services for persons with disabilities.In order to facilitate persons with disabilities, each District Hospital shallprovide special services for persons with disabilities.Any person whose degree of disability is greater than 50% enjoys theprivilege of seeing the Doctor first before others. This does not howeveraffect the principle of according priority to seriously ill people.
Article 5: Repealing provisionAll prior legal provisions contrary to this Order are hereby repealedArticle 6: CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in theOfficial Gazette of the Republic of Rwanda
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MINISTERIAL ORDER N° 03/19.19
OF 27/7/2009 DETERMINING THE
MODALITIES OF FACILITATING
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES TO
EASILY ACCESS EMPLOYMENT
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The Minister of Public Service and Labour ,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June 2003 asamended to date, especially in Articles 14, 120, 121 and  201;Pursuant to    Law    nº    01/2007 of20/01/2007 relating to protection of disabled persons in general,especially in Article 20;Pursuant to Law no 13/2009 of 27/05/2009 Regulating Labourin Rwanda in Articles 97, 98, 99 and 100;After consideration and approval by theCabinet, in its session of 19/06/2009;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article One: Purpose of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of facilitating persons withdisabilities to easily access employment.
Article 2: Rights of a   person with disability to employmentWith the exception of specific conditions referred to under this Order,a person with disabilities shall enjoy the same rights as other personsto employment and shall be offered by various employment Organs thefacilitation required in the execution of work.
Article 3: Priority consideration during considerationWith respect to offering competitive employment, where a person withdisability has the same results as that of a non-disabled   person   aftercompetition, the person with disability should be accorded priorityconsideration for employment. With respect to offering non-competitiveemployment, when a person with disability has the same capacity as anon- disabled   person,   the   person   with disability should be accordedpriority consideration for employmentNo person should deny employment to a person with disability or dismisshim/her on grounds of disability.
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Article 4: To sensitize persons with disabilities to create
employmentAfter completing their secondary education, vocational training, orinstitutions of higher learning, persons with disabilities shall be placed ona list by the Labour Market Information System (LMIS) in order to besensitised on seeking jobs and creating employment on the basis of theiracquired knowledge and degrees of disability.

Article 5: Awards to employers who shall have offered
employment to persons with disabilitiesEmployers who shall have offered employment to persons with disabilitiesup to five percent (5%) of their employees shall be officially givenawards determined by the Minister in charge of labour.

Article 6: Repealing provisionAll  prior  legal  provisions  contrary to this Order are hereby repealed.
Article 7 : CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in theOfficial Gazette of the Republic of Rwanda.
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MINISTERIAL ORDER Nº 01/09/
MININFOR OF 10/08/2009
DETERMINING THE MODALITIES
OF FACILITATING PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES IN MATTERS
RELATING TO COMMUNICATION
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The Minister of Information in the Office of the
Prime Minister,Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda of 04 June 2003, asamended to date especially in Articles 14,120, 121 and 201;Pursuant to Law n° 01/2007 of 20/01/2007 relating to protectionof disabled persons in general, especially in Article 26;After consideration and approval by the Cabinet, in its session of19/06/2009;
HEREBY ORDERS:

Article One: Purpose of this OrderThis Order determines the modalities of facilitating persons withdisabilities who are in the first and second categories in matters relatingto communication.
Article 2: Modalities of interpreting for persons with disabilitiesThe public and private audio-visual press shall, within the limits ofavailable resources, adopt appropriate modalities of interpreting in orderto facilitate persons with disabilities to follow their programs.
Article 3: Repealing provisionAll prior legal provisions contrary to thisOrder are hereby repealed.
Article 4: CommencementThis Order shall come into force on the date of its publication in the OfficialGazette of the Republic of Rwanda.


